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BY JAN KOWALCZEWSK! WHITNER

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARY RANDLETT

When Seattle civic activist Elisabeth Carey Miller
died at age 79 in March 1994, she left a rich
horticultural legacy. The plantings z2nd oublic

spaces along the Lake Washington Ship Canal.

the traffic 1slands throughout Seatile, the
Northwest Horticuliural Society, University of

Washington Center for Urban Horticuliure, and

fFreeway’Park in downtown Seatile — all are

efforts that benefited frorm Miller's participation.
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Elisabeth Miiler believed it is
possible to have a beautiful
garden without showy bloom.
Here. a view from the Miller
house shows layers of subtle
spring color created as much

by foliage as by flowers.

Opposite page. Epimedium is

used as a ground cover.




S i
5 s RIS e




Simplicity is one of the hallmarks of the
Miller garden. The house was built of
natural materials such as cedar and
designed so that it seems to have
grown up in its garden spot. Below left,
a path lined with mounded dwarf
conifers (Tsuga canadensis ‘Cole’s
Prostrate’) leads to a door at the back
of the house.

Species plants, not bred by horticultur-
alists, shine in this setting. Left, Rosa
glauca, a species rose, offers bright
flowers and striking foliage. Like many
other species plants, it is relatively easy
to care for.

Below, woodland plants make a charm-
ing groundcover. The fern in the fore-
ground is Polypodium scouleri. The
flowering plant is Pyrola asarifolia.




Gardening

Miller was ahead of her time in using
pative plants for their ornamental quali-
ties, and in planting natives and exetics
together. One of the remarkable fedrures
of her garden is how fastrous eur humble
Northwest forese ground covers look
among the added exotic ferns, wildBow-
ers, and shrubs.

Duniel Zatz, who has worked at thie

garden mote than 10 years atid became its

direcror afeer Miller’s deach, savs one of
the reasons such familiar planes show well
here is that they are pruned with a5 much
care as dre rare plants, ‘The graceful arch of
Mahonia repens branches, the curly spring:
of salal twigs, and the lacy swirls of
huckleberry teaves stand fully revealed,
having been pruned of cxcess vegetation.
Sunfight fileeting through the wées and
shrubs hathes these gronnd covéesiin &
reflecred sheen. '

As Miller became expertin tomhiamg :
native ground covers with exorics, she

evolved a philosephy of companion plant-'
ing, Richard Brown, now direcror of the
Bloedel Reserve on Bainbridge Island and
current president of the Northwest Horti-
culture Society, expldins Miller’s philoso-

phy: “She had a strong tendency to lee the
plants mingle together, making no at-
tempt to isolate them. She liked plants to
grow. together natusally so they protecied
one another fram drought, sun, and wind.”

When they first ptanted g garden area,
he says, Miler might establish a few rare
specimens; then creare the righe sofl tem-
perature agd moiseure for ehem by sur-
tounding them wich easily grown geound
covers. such as Heughera evlindrica. As the
rare plants thrived and grew, she would
replace the stalwart heucheras with new
FATC ATCASUIES,

1n this sense, Miller never “finished”
any parr of the garden, which was always
evolving gs she discovercd new plants and
establighed them in previously created
habitats. Yet in ancthec sense evervehing
she did was done te last, notes Daniel
Zarz, whe points out that Miller planned
her garden with the thought of how it
wourtd look decades into the future. “She
was very forward thinking. She always
Tooked 20, 30, and 40 years ahead when
she planned samething, either for the gar-
den or in her civic work.” ©

Miller favored prumn,g ‘Plants for an airy
effect. Here, a Rhododendron
bureavii is pruned so that someons
standing at this windew can look
through it into the garden.
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Lessons from the Miller Garden

creating your own beautiful Northwest
den, filled with tHriding plants: 5

o Gonsuft the needs of your plants fore-
most: [#am everything You can about them
befare planting them, then provide them
with the soil, water, pmachan angl feed-
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In the Miller garden, gardening artistry
creates a wholly natural look. Above,
Clematis macropetala grows through
the limbs of an oak, Quercus glandulif-
era. In the foreground, Rhododendron
callimorphum.

Above left, groundcovers and other
plants come together in lush profusion.
The red-bloomed plant is Rosa moyesii,
a species rose. The mounded plant in
the middle foreground is a heather, Cal-
luna vulgaris ‘Foxii Nana.” A Northwest
native fern, Woodwardia fimbriata, is
seen growing through the leaves of a
rhododendron.

A natural garden includes natural
decay. Left, a rotting stump serves as
a background for woodland plants and
is also beneficial for wildlife.

All photographs used courtesy of the Miller
garden.
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6 Washington Guide
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If one symbol can
capture all Washington has
to offer, surely it’s Mount
Rainier, secen here in a
photograph by Thane.
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Washingtonians

Mecet Seattle’s Stephanie
Armitage-Johnson, member of
the all-woman crew of the
America3, Olympia’s Righteous
Morthers, and Bellingham’s
Michael Seal, who is helping
his students design energy-
efficient cars.

By Ed Lawrence, lan Hodder,
and Nicet Noteboom

22

Lions and Tigers
and Bears, Oh My!

One of the exciting things

Washington

about this state is its abundant
wildlife. Here's what to do if
you encounter one of our 2 5
larger furry critters.

By Shannon Finch Growing Pains

Washington is a young state with
a bright future. But sometimes
the present scems dark.

In this portrait of Washington's
people, learn more about who
we are and where we scem
to be going.

By Flora Johnson Skelly
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created a unique garden, known
nationally for its “Northwest”
feel. Join us for a tour.

BRUCE FORSTER

By Jan Kowalcxewski Whitner
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never tried river running
before, here's what you need
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What price glamour?

Mikasa Factory Store
Peace Arch Factory Out
3400 Birch Bay L
Custer. WA 9824

(206) 366-2220

lagic. . .just
around the
cornetr.

You don't have to go far 10 find

a world elass experience—just
step into the Rosalie Whyel
Museum of Doll Art in downtown
Bellevue. Youll find the very best
in antiques, collectibles and
contemporary dolls, displayed

in an environment that is
specifically designed to
showcase the dolimaker's an.
And'don't miss our Museum
Store, featuring a range of items
from museum-quality collectibles
to gifts for any oGcasion.

Hours: Monday thru Wednesday: 10'to 5;
Thursday: 10 to 8; Friday & Saturday: 10 to 5;
Sunday: 1t0 5. Admission charged.

Call or write for our free catalog.

1116 108th Ave. N.E. o Bellevue, WA 98004 o USA
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